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NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

Abhijit MAITY has an M. Phil in English Literature (British and Commonwealth) from
Vidyasagar University. He is a visiting lecturer at Mahishadal Girls’ College, and is also a poet.
He published The Cry of Joy in 2019.

amengvu@gmail.com

Ahmed SHABIN KK is a research scholar at BITS Pilani Hyderabad Campus. His research
interests as a UGC-SRF research scholar include Censorship Studies, Resistance Narratives,
Prison Narratives, Literary censorship, and Mass media censorship. He works on censorship
and surveillance issues in India, with a strong focus on recent instances of literary censorship
and censorship laws.

p20180440@hyderabad.bits-pilani.ac.in

Angelicia Anthony THANE is a PhD candidate in Applied Linguistics at Victoria University
Wellington, New Zealand. Her primary research interests include critical genre analysis,
multimodality, and social media discourse; she adopts a multidimensional and multi-
perspective stance to understand and account for the intrinsic link between text, context and
society. Apart from social media and research, she is professionally the happiest when teaching
and learning in a classroom, where she has experience working with learners of different age
groups, from young learners to tertiary level students.

angelicia.anthonythane@vuw.ac.nz

Angus WHITEHEAD is Lecturer in English literature at the National Institute of
Education, Singapore. His research interests include archival recovery of the immediate social
and historical contexts within which William and Catherine Blake lived and worked, early
nineteenth-century labouring class poetry, lyrics in current dissenting rock music, and migrant
worker writings in Singapore literary studies. He has co-edited with Angelia Poon a collection
of essays on Anglophone Singapore literature, Singapore Literature and Culture: Current
Directions in Local and Global Contexts (Routledge, 2017). He is currently researching the
comic in the works of Kelantan writer Che Husha Azhari, sexualities in contemporary
millennial Singapore poetry, and homosocial metaphor, wit, and allusion in the song lyrics and
other writings of Bob Dylan, Alice Cooper, Julian Cope, and Mark E. Smith.
richard.whitehead@nie.edu.sg

Anitha Devi PILLALI is Senior Lecturer at the National Institute of Education (NIE), Nanyang
Technological University, where she teaches and researches on multi-disciplinary areas related
to English language pedagogy (writing component), community literacy studies, academic
writing, and creative writing. Dr Pillai is the recipient of three Teaching Awards: Excellence
in Teaching Commendation 2018 from NIE and Teaching Merit Awards from the Singapore
University of Social Sciences in 2013 and 2014. Her research on the Singapore Malayalee
community was supported by a National Heritage Board (Singapore) grant and resulted in the
publication of From Kerala to Singapore: Voices from the Singapore Malayalee Community
(2017). She was awarded the Pravasi Express Research Excellence Award in 2017 for this
study. She has also authored and edited creative and non-creative fiction books. She has also
translated a historical fiction novel, Sembawang: A Novel (2020), from Tamil into English. The
novel was shortlisted for the Singapore History Prize by the National University of Singapore
and as Best Literary Work by the Singapore Book Publishers Association. Her poems have
made their way into classrooms in Singapore, India, Australia, and the Philippines. Her short
stories have appeared in various anthologies including The Best Asian Short Stories 2019,
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Letter to My Son (2020) and Food Republic: A Singapore Literary Banquet (2020). Much of
her work explores themes of identity, heritage, and culture. She also serves as Co-Director of
the 16th International Conference on the Short Story in English and Editor for the prose
(fiction) section of the new literary journal, Practice, Research and Tangential Activities
(PR&TA). She is currently working on a collection of short stories focusing on food and love.
anitha.pillai@nie.edu.sg

Babitha JUSTIN is an Associate Professor in the Department of Humanities at the Indian
Institute of Space Science and Technology. She works primarily in the fields of postcolonial
and women’s studies, travel writing and photography, and studies in indigenous tribes and
cultures. Her work has appeared in publications such as International Journal of Humanities
and Social Science Studies, Studies in South Asian Film and Media, and Dominance and
Resistance in Text and Context: Probing Colonial and Post Colonial history of India. She is
also a published poet and novelist.

babithajustin@gmail.com

Clara MOK loves reminiscing about her childhood and captures snippets of Singapore’s past
before they disappear. Selected for the Mentor Access Project 2016/17 by National Arts
Council, her short stories are published in Unsaid anthology, Tapestry of Colours 1 and 2,
QLRS and Singapore at Home - Life Across Lines.

mokjho@gmail.com

David C.E. TNEH has published in creative writing journals locally and abroad and is
interested in aspects of creativity in teaching and the digital humanities. His research interests
are in areas such as identity and performativity. He was formerly an Asian Graduate Fellow at
the Asia Research Institute (NUS) and in 2019, an institutional fellow at New York University-
Steinhardt. He is currently the Dean of the Faculty of Creative Industries, Universiti Tunku
Abdul Rahman (UTAR), Malaysia.

tnehce@utar.edu.my

Debasree GHOSH was born and raised in Kolkata, India. Upon completing her bachelor’s
and master’s degrees in English Literature at Jadavpur University, she enrolled at the National
Institute of Education, Singapore. She has taught at the Anglo-Chinese Junior College
(Singapore), The Creative Arts Academy (Kolkata), Lancers International School (Delhi
NCR), and New Zealand Language Centres (Wellington). She is currently a doctoral candidate
at the Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand.

diya.ghosh@vuw.ac.nz

Fiona LEE is Senior Lecturer in English at Universiti Malaya, Kuala Lumpur. She has
published essays in Postcolonial Text, Concentric: Literary and Cultural Studies, Southeast
of Now: Directions in Contemporary and Modern Art in Asia, Inter-Asia Cultural Studies,
Journal of Postcolonial Writing, and Verge: Studies in Global Asias. Before joining UM, she
held academic appointments at the National University of Singapore and the University of
Sydney, Australia.

fiona.lee@gmail.com

Gigy J. ALEX is an Associate Professor in the Department of Humanities at the Indian
Institute of Space Science and Technology. She has an interest in science fiction, as well as in
food and cultural studies. She has also translated a number of works of literature. Her
publications have appeared in numerous journals and books, such as On the Alien Shore. A
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Study of Jhumpa Lahiri and Bharati Mukherjee, Contemporary Discourse, and International
Journal on Multicultural Literature.

gigy@iist.ac.in

Grace V. S. CHIN is Senior Lecturer in English Language Studies at Universiti Sains Malaysia.
Using comparative and multidisciplinary approaches, she specialises in postcolonial Southeast
Asian cultural productions and Anglophone literatures, with a focus on the intersections of race,
gender and/or class in contemporary societies and diasporas. Her works have been featured in
refereed journals, including Journal of Postcolonial Writing, The Journal of Commonwealth
Literature, World Englishes, Journal of Southeast Asian Studies, and others. In 2021, she
published an edited volume titled Translational politics in Southeast Asian literatures:
Contesting race, gender, and sexuality (Routledge).

grace.chin@usm.my.

James M. FAJARITO was raised in Gloria town of Mindoro Island, the Philippines. He is a
faculty member of the Communication and Languages Department of Holy Angel University.
He earned his PhD in Literature from the Philippine Normal University-Manila. His research
interests and writings revolve around postcolonial themes. A bilingual writer, his poems, essays,
and stories have appeared in newspapers, magazines, journals and anthologies in the
Philippines and abroad. His latest published short story is featured in Growing Up Filipino 3:
New Stories for Young Adults (Philippine American Literary House, 2023). He resides in
Angeles City with his wife and daughter.

jmfajarito@yahoo.com

Li-Ru LU is professor of English at National Sun Yat-sen University, Taiwan. Her research
foci include early American literature, English and American nature writing, ecocriticism and
environmental humanities. She is the author of two books, Writing the Wilderness Environment:
The Discourse of Wilderness Preservation in the Texts of American Environmental Writers
(2005) and Uncovering New Ground for American Nature Writing: Discourses of Natural
History from John Bartram to Wilson Flagg (2014, https://www.amazon.de/-/en/Li-Ru-
Lu/dp/1612296084). She is also the author of a chapter in a book titled Writing the Environment
in Nineteenth-Century American Literature: The Ecological Awareness of Early Scribes of
Nature (Lexington Books, 2015). Her essay also appears in South East Asian Ecocriticism:
Theories, Practices, Prospects (Lexington Books, 2018). Many of her papers have been
published by peer-reviewed journals in Taiwan, the United States, and Malaysia.
luliru@faculty.nsysu.edu.tw

Malachi Edwin VETHAMANI is a poet, writer, editor and Emeritus Professor at University
of Nottingham. His poetry publications in 2022 include: 'Rambutan Kisses', 'The Seven
O’clock Tree' and '"Love and Loss'. His other publications include 2 collections of poems and
a collection of short stories. He has 5 edited volumes of Malaysian writings in English. He is a
recipient of the Chevening Award (1993 - 1996) and a Fulbright Scholarship (2000). He is
Founding Editor of the ‘Men Matters Online Journal’.
malachi.vethamani@nottingham.edu.my

Maya VINALI is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Humanities and Social Sciences
at BITS Pilani Hyderabad Campus. Her main research interests include Indian Ocean World
Studies, postcolonial literature, South Asian fiction, Temple art forms, memory studies, Gulf
diaspora in literature and petro/oil fictions, and representation of matrilineal communities in
literature and cinema. She has numerous articles in journals such as Rupkatha Journal of
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Interdisciplinary Studies in Humanities, The European Journal of Creative Practices in Cities
and Landscapes, and Asiatic: [IUM Journal of English Language and Literature.
mayavinai@hyderabad.bits-pilani.ac.in

Prerana CHAKRAVARTY hails from the state of Assam, located in the northeast of India.
Assam is known for Assam tea and for its silk. Prerana was born and raised in Dibrugarh, a
town surrounded by vast tea estates in the upper Assam region of thee Brahmaputra Valley.
Prerana is a doctoral student at the Department of English of Tezpur University, Tezpur, Assam.
Her interest lies is in the field of Detective Fiction Studies and Post-colonial literature.
prerana.liza@gmail.com

Regina YOONG Yui Jien holds a Ph.D in American Literature from Ohio University,
USA. Her area of interest revolves around nineteenth-century minority literature. Her creative
work has been published in the South Atlantic Review, The Underground, Infinite Rust, and
others. Regina currently teaches creative writing and literature at Universiti Malaya.
reginayoong@um.edu.my

Riswita SARMAMH is a lecturer in English at the District Institute of Education and Training
(DIET), Tinsukia (Government of Assam), India. Her PhD thesis titled Dystopic Vision in
Contemporary Fiction analyzed the conditions of emergence and production of dystopian
fiction, through a detailed study of select dystopian texts. She developed an avid interest in
literature early on in life, and also writes poetry and short stories. She has publications in a
number of national and international research journals, as well as book chapters. She is
currently working on a book related to experiential learning (in the light of NEP 2020), to be
published by NCERT, India. Her interests include contemporary dystopian literature, English
language teaching (ELT), linguistics, speculative fiction, gender studies and creative writing.
riswitasarmah@yahoo.in

Sanjay KUTTAN currently works as the Executive Director of the Singapore Maritime
Institute. His first poetry anthology of poetry, “Where Fires Rage”, was published in 2009 by
Straits Times Press. Previously, his poems had appeared in anthologies such as “In Our Own
Words — A Generation Defining Itself” Vol 3 (2005) and Vol 8 (2009), “World Healing Book”
(2004), “Singa No. 30” (2000), “Bad News Bigolo — Love Edition” (1998) and e-zines Like
MAP of Austin Poetry (US) @www.austinmetro.com, The Poets Porch (US)
@www.poetsporch.com, Comrade Ezine (UK/US) @www.comrade.org.uk, The Writers Hood
(US) @www.writershood.com, and Pachamamapress (US) @www.pachamamapress.com.
Recently, his short story “Dying Alone” was published in Balik Kampung Vol 3C (2016) by
Books Actually, while “From a Simple heart” published in Letters to my Son by Marshall
Cavendish (2020).

sanjkuttan@gmail.com

Shanthini PILLAI is Associate Professor at the Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities.
Her research interests are anchored primarily in cultural studies with particular reference to
diaspora and transnationalism, ethnic diversity, and religious mobilities, especially in the
context of global South Asian communities. She has held Research Fellowships at the
University of Queensland, Australia and the Asia Research Institute,Singapore and has
published widely in her area of expertise, with recent work included in Social Sciences and
Missions, The International Journal of the Sociology of Language, SOJOURN and The
Australian Journal of Anthropology.

spillai@ukm.edu.my
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Shivani SIVAGURUNATHAN has been writing and publishing fiction and poetry for
over twenty years. Her first book, Wildlife on Coal Island, was published by UPM Press
in 2011 and republished by HarperCollins India in 2012. Her second book, Yalpanam, her
first novel, was published by Penguin Southeast Asia in September 2021. Her short stories
and poems have appeared in numerous international journals and magazines including Cha:
An Asian Literary Magazine, Agenda, Construction Literary Magazine and many others.
Her poetry collection, Being Born (Maya Press) and her book of fiction, What Has
Happened to Harry Pillai?: Two Novellas (Clarity Publishing) came out in 2022. Her
academic research focuses on creative writing pedagogy and ecological literature. She
currently teaches English Literature and creative writing at the University of Nottingham
Malaysia, and is working on her next novel.

Shivani.Sivagurunathan @nottingham.edu.my

Si Wei LIM is a writer and teacher in Singapore. He graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in
Communication Studies and has been teaching English and mathematics for the past 18 years.
Now, he operates his own school teaching English to Japanese students in Singapore and in
Asia-Pacific. He will be finishing his Master’s degree in Education in June 2023. Besides
teaching, he enjoys writing stories. His most recent work was selected in the London
Independent Story Prize 2022 and will be published in the coming months. In his free time, he
is involved in woodworking, gardening, doing volunteer work, learning new languages,
traveling and singing in a choir.

always.to.inspire@hotmail.com

Vivimarie VANDERPOORTEN teaches at the Open University of Sri Lanka. Her first book
of poems nothing prepares you won the 2007 Gratiaen Prize in Sri Lanka; She has since
published two other collections of poetry, Stitch your Eyelids Shut and Borrowed Dust, both
of which won national awards. Her work has also been published in India, Pakistan, Bangladesh
and the UK and in translation in Nepal, Sweden and Mexico. She is also a translator from
Sinhala to English and her translated poems have been published by the Commonwealth
Writers Foundation. She recently translated three children’s books from Sinhala to English in
association with a Room to Read mentorship program. She is currently awaiting the publication
of her first book of translated poems, Speechless is the River.

lady.oracleS5@gmail.com
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