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Abstract

This study attempts to show the importance of the Qur’anic debate in the
manifestation of truth and its role in synchronising the rational and
natural aspects in order to arrive at the ascertained truth. It also aims to
unveil the philosophical approaches of sophism and dialecticism as two
examples of the Western method of argumentation. The study further
examines the Qur’anic concept of debate and its implementations. In
contrast, the study explains the Western philosophical approaches, its
foundations, including epistemological and philosophical theories.
Furthermore, it analyses the application of Qur’anic debate to explain
the rules that the Qur’an practices when arguing with the opponent. In
this context, the study uses the comparative and descriptive approach
towards the foundations and methods of sophism and dialecticism on one
side and the Qur’an on the other. The study finds that the sophist
argument is based on the principle of absolute scepticism that does not
recognise the certainty of truth. The study also reveals the roots of the
dialecticism which is based on the perpetual conflict between reality and
human mind. The study further describes the scientific method of the
Qur’an to reach the truth through proof, sensual and mental evidences
that require a well-developed natural instinct and the fallacy of circular
reasoning and infinite regress.

Keywords: the Qur’an, debate, sophism, dialecticism, truth, argument,
evidence, proof
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Muhammad bin Mukarram al-Afiigi al-Misr Ibn Manzir, Lisan al-‘Arab

(Beirut: Dar al-Sadir, n.d.), 11:113.

2 Muhammad bin AbI Bakr bin ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Razi, Mukhtar al-Sihah,
tahqiq: Mahmud Khatir (Beirut: Maktabah Lubnan Nashirtin, 1995), 14.

% Ibn Manzar, Lisan al- ‘Arab, 11:104

*|bn Manzir, Lisan al- ‘Arab, 11:105.
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° Mustafa bin ‘Abd Allah al-Qastantini, Kashf al-Zuniin ‘an Asami al-Kutub wa
al-Funiin (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, 1992), 579.

® Siddiq bin Hasan al-Qinnawji, tahqiq: ‘Abd al-Jabbar Zakar, Abjad al- ‘Ulim
al-Washi al-Marqum fi Bayan Ahwal al-‘Ulim (Beirut: Dar Al-Kutub al-
‘Timiyyah, 1978), 2:208.

" Yahya bin Sharaf al-Nawawi, Tahdhib al-Asmd’ wa al-Lughat (al-Qahirah:

Dar al-Tiba‘ah al-Muniriyyah, n.d.), 3:48.

‘Abd al-Rahman Hasan Habannakah al-Maydani, Dawabit al-Ma ‘rifah wa

Usil al-Istidlal wa al-Munazarah (Damsyik: Dar al-Qalam, 2008), 361.
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® Yusuf Karam, Tarikh al-Falsafah al-Yananiyyah (Beirut: Dar al-Qalam, n.d.),
33.
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0" Al-Shakku huwa al-taraddud bayna nagidayn 1a yurajjihu al-‘aqal ahadahuma
‘ala al-akhar, wa dhalika 1i wujiidi amarat mutasawiyah fi al-hukmayn, aw i
‘adami wujid ayyat amarah fihima, wa yarji‘u turaddud al-‘aql bayna al-
hukmayn ila ‘ajzihi ‘an mu‘anah al-tahlil aw ila gana‘atihi bi al-jahl. Walakin
al-shakku alladhi na'nihi huna mukhtalif fa huwa al-shakku fi haga’iq al-
ashya’ mutlagan wa yusammthi Dikart al-shakku al-mufarrit ayy al-shakku al-
manhaji al-shamil alladhi yamtaddu ila kulli shay’. Unzar Jamil Saliba, al-
Mu jam al-Falsafi (Lubnan: Dar al-Kutub al-Lubnaniyyah, 1982), 1:705.
Unzar Afalatin, Muhawarah Thiyatitis li Afalatin aw ‘an al- ‘llm, tarjamah:
Amir Hilmi (al-Qahirah: Dar al-Gharib li al-Nashr, 2000), 39.

11

172



VAY=NTY Y oY (V) A oot sl Lo

o AT B LYy Jaall B Lo s aladl OF jlael Lo sl
Cagaledl) ey i)l e Laslaze

aldly B pharaly 351 o S aslaniod) mgin OsbYST L
Jok e Odd 5o pelisian) iy Gpilawmind) de 1l ail
Il s rd) S e e a1 laenidl S 39y Loy
Al aleddl Ol ST Osaisery Wi ol e ng ) e il oy Tous
Oy S b cpll) JndlS (BT 0L sy WSy adll Osgntg
oVasy phalill b e mend WEMae Ogimy (Blsed) 3 ek
G Ol a Bley GV e ey (ollST e el
TS g gl Yl ey Bamnl) gy

SRl aasld sls e ST Jadl ageis el awal) cosdy
150 OLaY1 O Wasliag eyl ) ot g OIS b glelS” caslavi )
IS GG Bslo &) Ok OISl (3T p) Balo sgb L3S ) JBy i
SUL 056 01 S8 Sy codSL el e 13Led LS 1] lsdkl OISTI3) 913
el @ ol @ ailaedldl LIV e lapdy e OT 3 L3155 Bslo
e Jaodl i) a3 Jod) Bl i (pten e s 03] L
oRE (y il dps BRALD Oy Sdslgdl ARAL semg pde ga (pdlandld)
Byl gle ) Slavied) gall Vi Jioel) 305l Lo s Joloss Wlaly ¢ 2T,
EWW]

2 Unzar Fadl Allah Mahdi, Madkhal ila 1lm al-Manfiq (‘Ilm al-Mantiq al-
Taqlidi) (Beirut: Dar al-Tali‘ah, n.d.), 3:15.

B Afalatin, FT al-Sufast@’iyin wa al-Tarbiyah (Mukawarat Brutdjirds),
tarjamah ‘Izzat Qarni (al-Qahirah: Dar Quba’ 1i al-Nashr, 2001), 24.

¥ Unzir Afalatin, FT al-Sufasta’iyin wa al-Tarbiyyah, li al-Istizadati unzir
kadhalik: La’asakir Yusuf, “Al-Jadal fi al-Qur’an Khasa’isuhu wa Dalalatuhu
“Jidal ba‘da al-Anbiya’” Namudhajan Dirasah lughwiyah delaliyah (Risalah
Majistir, Wizarah al-Ta‘lim al-Alf wa al-Bahth al-‘Ilmi, Jami‘ah al-Jaza’ir,
2000), 73.
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% Unzur, Yasuf Karam, Tarikh al-Falsafah al-Yananiyyah, 33.

8 Dars al-Tanaqudat fi mahiyah al-ashya’ dhatiha fanuqtah al-ibtida’i fi al-
diyaliktik hiya wijhah al-nazar al-qa’imah’ala anna kulla ashya’ al-tabi‘ah wa
hawadithuha tahwi tanaqudat dakhiliyah wa ta‘ishu jadalan mustamiran li
anna laha jami‘an janiban salbiyyan wa janiban Tjabiyyan madiyyan wa hadian
wa fiha jami‘ ‘awamil tatawwir wa tuhawwil, wa huwa al-muhtawa al-dakhili
li harakati al-tatawwir. Unzar: Stalin, al-Maddiyyah al-Diyaliktikiyyah wa al-
Maddiyyah al-Tarikhiyyah (n.p.: Dar Damsyik, n.d.), 2.

Y Fath al-Rahman al-Ja‘li, Al-fman bi Alldh wa al-Jadal al-Shuyi 7 (Jeddah: Dar
al-Su‘adiyyah li a;-Nashr, 1984), 1:17.

8" Al-Ja‘li, Al-Iman bi Allah wa al-Jadal al-Shuyii 7, 18.

® Mukhtar ‘Ata Allah wa akharun, Nazariyyah al-Ma rifah ta’stluha wa
Ittijahatuha (Riyadh: Dar Madar al-Watan, 2017), 2:35.
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2 Stalin, al-Maddiyyah al-Diyaliktikivyah wa al-Maddiyyah al-Tarikhiyyah, 2.

2 Stalin, al-Maddiyyah al-Diyaliktikiyyah wa al-Maddiyyah al-Tarikhiyyah, 12-
13.

2 Fasili Koznitsof, Ludfij Firubakh wa Nihayat al-Falsafah al-Kilasikiyyah
(n.p.: Dar al-Taqwim, al-Ittihad al-Sufyiti, 1978), 84.
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2 Thomas Ar Flin, al-Wijidiyyah, tarjamah Marwah ‘Abd al-Salam (al-
Qabhirah: n.p., 2014), 67.

2 Stalin, al-Maddiyyah al-Diyaliktikiyyah wa al-Mdaddiyyah al-Tarikhiyyah, 7-
11. Unziir kadhalik al-Ja‘li, Al-Tman bi Allah wa al-Jadal al-Shuyi 7, 17.
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% Unziir Ahmad ‘Abd al-Rahman, Dawabit al-Ma ‘rifah fi al-Qur’an, 115.

2 Unzar Yusaf La’‘asakir, “Al-Jadal fi al-Qur’an Khasa’isuhu wa Dilalatihi
“Jadal ba‘da al-Anbiya’” Namudhajan Dirasah Lughwiyyah Dalaliyyah, 73.

% Mukhtar ‘Ata Allah wa akharun, Nazariyyah al-Ma‘ifah ta’siluha wa
Ittijahatuha, 2:35.
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