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The Concept of Human Being According to Mu ‘tazilites

Abstract
The question of the human nature is one of the three questions that has
been addressed by most schools of thought: God, nature, and man. Al-
Mu ‘tazilahis no exception on this. It has attracted their attention, and
thus we find that almost each thinker of al-Mu ‘tazilah has introduced his
own view of the nature of man. Because of this, most contemporary
studies find it difficult to present a coherent picture of al-Mutazilah’s
view on this question, and therefore preferred to deal with each thinker
individually. This paper will argue that a unified view of al-Mu ‘tazilahm
on the question of man is to be found in al-Qadr ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s book
al-Mughni. In this book, al-Qadr ‘Abd al-Jabbar first presents us with the
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different opinions of al-Mu ‘tazilah thinkers on the nature of man and
then tried to reduce them into two main opinions: first, the nature of man
lies in his soul; second, the nature of man lies in the combination of his
soul and body. He then proceeds to discuss two related questions: the
problem of live and the problem of the resurrection of bodies after the
death. In dealing with this question, the paper will rely on al-Qadi Abdul
Jabbar’s presentation of al-Mu‘tazilah’s view. The paper will try to
locate the two main opinions of al-Mu ‘tazilah on human nature within
the context of al-Mu ‘tazilah thought. It will suggest that these two
opinions reflect two approaches of al-Mu ‘tazilah to the question of the
nature of man: one is a naturalist Kalamite approach, whereas the other
is a morally philosophical one. The paper will conclude by arguing,
contrary to al-Qadi Abdul Jabbar, that what most represents al-
Mu ‘tazilah thought is the opinion which states that it is the soul which
constitutes the nature of human being.

Keywords: al-Mu ‘tazilah, human being, the capable-living being, the
aggregate, the part, life after death
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1 Unzur ‘ala sabil al-mithal 13 al-hasr, al-Bayr Nasri Nadir, Falsafah al-

Mu ‘tazilah (n.p.: matba‘ah al-rabitah,1951), 2: 74-79; ‘Ali Sami al-Nashar,
Nasha ‘at al-Fikr al-Falsafi fi al-Islam (al-Qahirah: Dar al-Ma‘arif, 1974), 1:
477-479, 499-502, 516-517; Ahmad Mahmud Subhi, Fi ‘Ilm al-Kalam
(Bayrut: Dar al-Nahdah al-‘Arabiyyah, 1985), 1: 197-198, 250-253, 303-305;
Samih Daghim, Falsafah al-Qadr fi Fikr al-Mu ‘tazilah (Bayrut: Dar al-Fikr
al-Lubnani, 1992), 99-112.
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2 Unzur Ja‘far Ali Yasin, Faylasif ‘Alim (Bayrut: Dar al-Andalus, 1984), 169-
244,
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% Al-Qadr ‘Abd al-Jabbar bin Ahmad, al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al- ‘Adi,
tahg. Muhammad ‘Al al-Najjar ‘Abd al-Halim al-Najjar, muraja‘ah Ibrahim
Madkair, ishraf Taha Husayn (al-Qahirah: Matba‘ah Mustafa al-Babi al-
Halabi, 1965), 11: 309. Wa fi ma ba‘da satutimma al-isharah ilayh bi al-
Mughni.

* Al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al- ‘Adl, 11:309
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5 Al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar, Shark al-Usial al-Khamsah, tahq. ‘Abd al-Karim
‘Uthman (al-Qahirah: Maktabah Wahbah, 1965), 77.

¢ Al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar, Sharh al-Usii/ al-Khamsah, 301-302.

7 Al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al- ‘Adl, 11: 100, wa
Shar#k al-Usil al-Khamsah, 85.

g Al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughni, 11: 134-139.

o Al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al- ‘4dl, 367- 401,
Muhammad al-Sayyid al-Jalaynd, Qadiyyah al-Khayr wa al-Sharr (al-
Qahirah: Matba‘ah al-Halabt, 1981), 150-155.

10 Al-Qadi Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al-‘Adl, 11: 420-
421; Sharh al-Usil al-Khamsah, 614-619.

178



VAFSAVY Y Y (V) g0 et Jaof L

Wpall g o Lo o O3 &0 6 S T of GSTW £y
Gl s 0SS Ll L oai @ 0LV L aalall Pl b oL
OF Aoy, Sl T 0B 627 Bmb g 3 o n L LS Ts ey
La r ol of Ol Sl of (g aly (S (ST 1536 L oLyl 08
O QLY dnsde) jpams IS e cpmy 0Ll QWL 065 OF Gl (8 o0 07
095 o OF e Y s O pd gkl sy 5leYl allany L) llons il Logzily
o Sl ~3aol e o (gl gn o sl AL sseadll Lo ad Nl o of
ol o G i) ) U Lo gy Sagm Dol Akl o clas ks 7))

Ol dag
G sn OLY) OF gay 0L dmge G o il 8 diall Of a8,
for el 52 i (A O DL s gdyyr OB codlel o, LSy o
AL ammby QLY did> e W (aaSG Y Capad) 1 O La ey L S
o) 52 Sglan pd Byg,00 (Ll Ma e Ol e (g9l b adey
gl 1 Lgle ey ) LY Bid e

ey s 29wy ST 8 SLdlae Sl 0B el sl LSy
dd) o dmazl dledl ga OLLY) 0L Jsi)l ga (JoY) Ll sds s> aeal)
OF b ki 3 Jotls pb Ay ol s o5l oa LYY OF glly o Jlg
Joill Dol o oa Vg Al Jsil) Ol on e Wiz ¥ Lblas ol
OF Ol (Bligas I3t o W et Loy 5 OF LS wils IS oy il
ot iy el oy iy (O LA T e SIS v SOV ) Ol
oy c@ls ¥ oy amey aladl Lot QU gl LT L ndly o cgpes
g LS 50 S Clbeal (pp aeddll OLY) clias STy Yol Tl sl
ool L adlsd) sV sds plo) Jalng SIS am pgl SO (Bl
e Ol (s )

179



Yrell (5ol) Ol Y pogein ¢ Gl

Gkl s sl 0Lyl Gom OB Ldbt LT 0l o801 il Uy L 13
Ml 055 00 sty Lie LA 05T 0T sty cplad SV S0 el
Logsgoms Uyt Lt sl g dly alll) sdh e wly jomdl o Sy abpmg
OSSN & LW e et 0wl ade a8 gee oy plaa T LT

o ekt 17 Wl o aay O end Aol e s Y] OLSY)

Ol
&) st 7T Gl Ol O sl Sl U ¢ ane ol
ob o sdlly ool ams Gl 2 sy el T s lly e
VOl Al Gl s g sl Bl eda gl el s 57 OLY)
Sl o3 7 sl Sl Gy pladl 0B W) 3,8 OlesY 2l U
olaze Yy Cali i dsly pem ang bl L e ded) (3 aly k) 1A
Y 0LV e o7 Wl LYl G B jeme LTI e (B s 58
Ny Ol Yy Sl ade ot Ny (S5 o (s e s pLuBY) s 52
Mo o wly calst of ad (Km0 ) gl Yy eV 4 Chos Lo il

Yo ool or A G LT sl Wy T Yy SRy

11 Al-Qadr ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al-‘Adl, 11:31; wa
Unzur Abu al-Hasan al-Asha‘ari, Magalat al-Islamiyyin, tahgq. Muhammad
Muhy al-Din ‘Abd al-Hamid (al-Qahirah: Maktabah al-Nahdah al-‘Arabiyyah,
1950), 2:24. Wa fi ma ba‘da satutimmu al-isharah ilayh bi al-Magqalat.

12 Al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al- ‘Adl, 11:13; wa
Unzur Aba al-Hasan al-Asha‘ari, Magalat al-Islamiyyin, 2:25.

13 Al-Qadi Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al- ‘4dl, 11:310

14 Al-Qadr ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al- ‘Adl, 310-311.
Wa unzur al-Asha‘ari, al-Magalat, 2:25

15 Al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al- ‘Adl, 11:311.

16 Al-Qadi Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al- ‘Adl, 11:311.

7 Al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al- ‘4di, 11:310.
Wa unzur al-Asha‘ari, al-Magalat, 2: 25-26.

18 Al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughnt, 11: 311. Wa unzur al-Asha‘ari, , Magalat
al-Islamiyyin, 2:26.

180



VAFSAVY Y Y (V) g0 et Jaof L

Vace

G py AL 3 Ay o 27wl LY gl ) G ey
s

Al o Azt dadl ga b ddl OLGY) OB JHW) Gl slan L
Jes el i e 05 o e LYY UL e OF i) Gl e a g
(IS5 dsg O s et OLSYI oS3 e daies Y1y OLSY) Rhd
Y 2Ty oI sk s LYl 3 e o e e ol st it D6
gl §ysayy OLLSY! Ak LSad (3 OVt LAYS amgy9 L) e Ll
o by b ga Lo o B85 1 ok a1 JA e wl ) AL hen L U
Ll sy o o) (3 0L dii> i Ly oy gy G 1OLSY) 3 B
055y dedl 7o)l G el 1a OF cls ¥y LOLSY) 2Rd> 3 ot Db sl
U s gy a6l a5sbSY1 aslel Sl USTS Ol Rd> Jag Lo 2 )
Ji O e ¥ (JUlg ) gy OLGY) 3l by ey o 8 Lo 0 ol
O el @l okl oy pize nby ally ¢ Jor nf 52 Lo g Ol 2hd> (3
gt ¥ il Rpdlie 29y DU e S (e SR Loy OLY) A
wl b Oy Al e 0B JU sty &l e Slie 05K (ool L1104
dle o o B IS Ll Y BT Y] 0Lyl bbb i) At clls
Slize 0ol s Laad L_é“ ™ sl V“"'ﬁ e

ol e Oy Aab wad S Wl OV wai OF dl3) (Se
Jlis TaS g g8 el st DLyl aid> Loy OY ity JaY1 apdls 1Y
Ja st ol ) 0L o OF by ] pdll Mo a3 s oy O
OF g el s ot OLSY) b ol et 31y QLY i
O Jo Ol i o i) Jlt] (e sl s o Ln (ay (JSST g

Spaie Wineder 29 (2LeV) Jboal 2B 5 AR (Bl o LSy (gian

19 Al-Qadi Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al-‘Adl, 11: 311.
20 Al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al- ‘Adl, 11: 311.
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21 Al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al- ‘Adl, 11: 214,
339.

22 Al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al- ‘Adl, 11: 314.

23 Al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al- ‘Adl, 11: 345.
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25 Al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al- ‘Adl, 11: 468.
26 Al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al- ‘Adl, 11: 468.
27 Al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al- ‘Adl, 11: 479.
28 Al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al- ‘Adl, 11: 479.
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2 yudhkar al-Asha‘arT ‘an Abi al-Husayn al-Salihi wa Abi al-Hudhay! al-Allaf
annahuma: Wasfan rabbuhuma bi al-qudrah ‘ala ‘an yajma‘a bayna al-qutn wa
al-nar wa la yaqga‘u ihtiraga, wa bayna al-Hajr ‘ala thaqlihi wa al-jaw ‘ala
raqtihi wa 1a yaf*alu hubutan. Wa nafs al-Shay’ yadhkiruhu al-‘Asha‘ar ‘an
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al-jiba’1 al-ibn aydan. Al-Asha‘ari, Magqalat al-Isiamiyyin, 2:220. Wa ‘an salih
qubbatu yanqul al-Asha‘arT annahu: “Ja’idh ‘an yajma‘ al-Hajar al-thaqil al-
jaw al-raqiq alf ‘am fala yukhlaqu Allah fihi hubutan wa yakhluqu sukunan,
wa ja’idh an yajma‘ al-nar wa al-hutab awgatan kathirah wa la yukhlaqu Allah
ihtiragan, wa an tuda‘u al-jibal ‘ala al-Insan fala yajidu thaqliha, wa an
yakhluqu suktin al-hajr al-saghir ‘inda daf*atun al-dafi ¢ lahu, wa 1a yukhlaqu
idhhabihi wa law dafa‘uhu ahl al-ard jami‘an wa i‘tadamu ‘alayh, wa ja’idh an
yuhriqu Allahu Subhanahu insanan bi al-nar, wa 1a ya’lam, bal yukhliqu fihi
alladhah”. Unzur al-Asha‘ari, al-Magalat, 2:82.

Al-Asha‘ari, Magalat al-Islamiyyin, 2:10. Qarana hadha bima yanqiluhu al-
Asha‘arT ‘an salihi qubbati annahu jawwaz an yada‘u Allah Subhanahu al-
idrak ma‘a al-‘ammi wa al-‘alami ma‘a al-mawt, al-Asha‘ari, al-Magalat,
2:82. Wa aydhan garanu bima yashiru ilayh al-Asha‘arT min anna ba‘daal-
mutakallimin minhum al-iskafi wa ghayrihi jawwazu an yahillu fT al-yad ‘ilm
wa idraku wa qudrah ‘ala al-‘alam, wa anna al-Jiba’1t qad ahala dhalik. Al-
Asha‘ari, al-Magalat, 2:82.
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%! Al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar bin Ahmad, al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al-‘Adl,
tahq. Tawfiq al-Tawil wa Sa‘id Zayd, muraja’ah Ibrahim Madkadr, ishraf Taha
Husayn (al-Qahirah: matba‘ah Mustafa al-Babi al-Halabi, 1965), 9:11-14; al-
Asha‘ari, al-Magalat, 2:80-82; Muhammad bin Abi al-Qasim ‘Abd al-Karim
bin Abi Bakr al-Sharaatani, al-Milal wa al-Nijal, tahq. ‘Abd al-Amir ‘Al
Muhna wa ‘Alf Hasan Fa‘dr (Bayrat: Dar al-Ma‘rifah, 1990), 1:69.
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% Al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughni, 11-14, al-Shahrastani, al-Milal wa al-
Nijal, 1:81.
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¥ Abii Bakr Muhammad bin al-Hasan Ibn Furak, Mujarrad Magalat al-Shaykh
AbT al-Hasan al-Ash ‘art, tahq. Danial Jimarth (Bayrut: Dar al-Mashrig, 1986),
215.

190



VAFSAVY Y Y (V) g0 et Jaof L

) 0587 285 ALY el sy JWBYI 0 39y 3 S5 ) 43S0
Joill oo i gy el oo o ) ol B Lgne (S B 250 93
L oy oy (S plonnly oS s oo 3ls OLY) 2> 055 0T Y oy
ey Jol) a3 Y
e Oshize Ayl OB (opial) moddly rendl Jodll oag 51 ALY U
e 08 LY a0l iy el st L s by L JSU O
sl s oo o i 0F (S gl domasl O L7 ) pmadlly k! pn 210
goilly Gl Jsd OB EIY) L e Lo il O3 B
ST et Vg G Y b p Ly @Y ol A ] s3g okia)
M e aaSl g Laall ol ¢ )l Gagay cald Jadl) (3 Ditesy Ll Liad sllsk
568 QW G W7 e Sl Ll sk Lo gny cojlast ¥ il of
cilly ed) i i) e gLyl A §ad Jedl of s Ol lan
Qb adly et Sk s IS oLyl Al Jd) amew O
Bl Jodll o ST ain Lo gy dly W1 (3 R4 ST 0T Jelis”
2oy A gl ¥ s o wly k) e dlinas o3 oa LY Bk 0L
Laf Loy J Ll 25l AlaS L3gom gl OLSY oy o 85 Vly ) ALY
S T b 0 0T e lbiae ol gie 4 LS cOgiine Wil Of 04
Ol sl s ol fuady .7 slaYly G Ul aie e Ll 0 208y il
iz OF (JoW) togmy B Lo sa LY clid)y Gl S Ll ) shn) e 4
opmy ph gkl gt e wiug andid Al OF (I e i (U anin)

 Al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar , al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al-‘Adl, 14: 149-
172; Ahmad ‘Abd al-Jabbar bin Nataweyh, al-Muhit bi al-Taklif, tahq. ‘Umar
al-Sayyid ‘Azmi, muraja‘ah Ahmad Fu’ad al-Ahwani (n.p.: al-Dar al-
Misriyyah li al-Ta’lif wa al-Nashr, n.d.), 228-263.

% Al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al- ‘Adl, 14: 22.

% Al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al- ‘Adl, 11: 92.
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87 Al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughni fi Abwab al-Tawhid wa al-‘Adl, 11: 100.
% Al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar, al-Mughnt, 11: 69. Wa li al-mazid unzur Samih
Daghim, Falsafah al-Qadr fi Fikr al-Mu ‘tazilah, 87-93.
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