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NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS 

Anitha Pillai is Senior Lecturer at the National Institute of Education (NIE), Nanyang 
Technological University, where she teaches and researches on multi-disciplinary areas related 
to  English  language  pedagogy  (writing  component),  community  literacy  studies,  academic 
writing, and creative writing. Dr Pillai is the recipient of three Teaching Awards: Excellence 
in Teaching Commendation 2018 from NIE and Teaching Merit Awards from the Singapore 
University of  Social  Sciences  in  2013  and  2014.Her research  on  the  Singapore  Malayalee 
community was supported by a National Heritage Board (Singapore) grant and resulted in the 
publication of From Kerala to Singapore: Voices from the Singapore Malayalee Community 
(2017).  She  was  awarded  the  Pravasi  Express  Research  Excellence  Award  in  2017  for  
this study. She has also authored and edited creative and non-creative fiction books. She has 
also translated a historical fiction novel, Sembawang: A Novel (2020), from Tamil into 
English. The novel was shortlisted for the Singapore History Prize by the National University 
of Singapore and as  Best  Literary  Work by  the  Singapore  Book  Publishers  Association.  
Her poems  have made their way into classrooms in Singapore, India, Australia, and the 
Philippines. Her short stories have  appeared  in  various  anthologies  including The  Best  
Asian  Short  Stories  2019, Letter to My Son (2020) and Food Republic: A Singapore Literary 
Banquet (2020). Much of her work explores themes of identity, heritage, and culture. She also 
serves as Co-Director of the 16th  International  Conference  on  the  Short  Story  in  English  
and  Editor  for  the  prose (fiction)  section  of  the  new  literary  journal,  Practice,  Research  
and  Tangential  Activities (PR&TA). She is currently working on a collection of short stories 
focusing on food and love.  
anitha.pillai@nie.edu.sg 
 
Dian Syahfitri is a lecturer on Indonesian Language education at Universitas Prima Indonesia. 
Her research interests include Indonesian literature and indigenous North Sumatera literature. 
She received several grants from the National Research and Innovation Agency (BRIN 
Indonesia) on the topic of local wisdoms in literature and the preservation of oral literature.  
diansyahfitri@unprimdn.ac.id 
 
Enakshi Samarawickrama is an Assistant Professor of Literature at the University of 
Nottingham Malaysia. She is interested in researching portrayals of gender and its intersections 
with race, religion and disability in fiction and film (in crime, horror, Gothic, fantasy, and 
children’s fiction) and representations of disability on social media.  
kaazesk@nottingham.edu.my 
 
Fang Sirui is a PhD student at the School of Humanities, Universiti Sains Malaysia. Her 
current project concerns the identity and agency of women in Malaysian Chinese and American 
Chinese supernatural fiction in English. Her research interests include supernatural fiction, 
myths, and diasporic Chinese literature. 
fangsirui@student.usm.my 
 
Grace V. S. Chin is Senior Lecturer in English Language Studies at Universiti Sains Malaysia. 
Using comparative and multidisciplinary approaches, she specialises in postcolonial Southeast 
Asian literatures in English, with focus on the intersections of race, gender and/or class in 
contemporary societies and diasporas. Her works are featured in refereed international journals, 
and she has published (co)edited volumes with Springer and Routledge. 
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grace.chin@usm.my 
 
Kristiawan Indriyanto holds a Ph.D. in American Studies from Universitas Gadjah Mada on 
the topic of postcolonial ecocriticism in Hawai’ian-American literature. His main research 
interests are analyzing indigenous literature with a postcolonial ecocriticism perspective, 
primarily focusing on Native Hawaiian literature and the decolonizing discourse of Hawaiian 
indigene through aloha ‘āina. His recent research topic focuses on comparing Indonesian and 
Hawaiian literature on the issue of indigeneity and decolonizing dominant Western paradigm 
of nature.  
kristiawanindriyanto@unprimdn.ac.id  
 
Nancy Sharma is currently working as an Assistant Professor at Amity University, Noida. She 
has completed her Ph.D. from IIT Roorkee, India. Her research area is Memory Studies. She 
is interested in Gender Studies, Heritage Studies, and Women’s Writing. She has recently 
published papers in Critique: Studies in Contemporary Fiction (Scopus,  Q1, Taylor & 
Francis), Journal of International Women’s Studies (Scopus, Bridgewater University Press), 
3L: Language, Linguistics, Literature ( Q1, Scopus), Journal of Middle East Women’s Studies 
(Scopus Q2, Duke University Press), and Religion (Scopus,  Q1, Taylor & Francis). 
sharmanancy313@gmail.com  
 
Pauline T. Newton, a senior lecturer in the Writing and Reasoning and Hilltop Scholars 
Programs at Southern Methodist University in Dallas, TX, spent the summer of 2005 in 
Malaysia and Singapore courtesy of the Fulbright-Hays summer seminar abroad program. She 
authored Transcultural Women of Late-Twentieth-Century U.S. American Literature: First-
Generation Migrants from Islands and Peninsulas (Ashgate Publishing) and “Collecting Seeds 
of Destiny in Li-Young Lee’s The Winged Seed: A Remembrance” (Southeast Asian Review in 
English). 
pnewton@mail.smu.edu   
 
S. Sethuparvathy is a research scholar at the Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, 
Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee, Uttarakhand, India. Her research focuses on 
narratology in regional Indian literature, specifically Malayalam novels, and branches out to 
themes of literary cartography, resistance, representation, subversion, and translation studies. 
She has presented and published research papers on ecocritical discourses, subaltern studies, 
mythology, war, and memory studies to gender identities. 
sethuparvathy._s@hs.iitr.ac.in 
 
Sharmila Narayana works as a Professor at Christ University, Bengaluru, India. Cultural 
Studies, Afro-American literature, and Gender Studies are some of her areas of interest. 
sharmila.narayana@christuniversity.in 
 
Shilpa Nataraj is a research scholar in the Department of English and Cultural Studies at 
Christ University, Bengaluru, India. Her research interests include Spatial Literary Studies, 
Ecocriticism and Urban Literary Studies. 
shilpa.nataraj@res.christuniversity.in 
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Smita Jha is a Professor of English at the Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, 
Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee, Uttarakhand, India. Her research interests include 
Indian Writing in English, Commonwealth Literature, Diasporic literature, Linguistics and 
ELT, Postcolonial writings, Contemporary Literary theories, and Gender and Cultural Studies. 
smita.jha@hs.iitr.ac.in 
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