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ABSTRACT

In the aftermath of the September 11 attacks,
Islam has fell victim to the allegation that relates
it to terrorism. This is due to the rise of terrorist
movements such as al-Qaeda and ISIS that claim
to be representing Islam and pursuing the holy war
(jihad) to establish an Islamic caliphate (al-khilafah
al-Islamiyyah). These terrorist movements also used
the same terms and concepts that can be found in the
traditional Muslim scholarship, such as the abode of
Islam and the abode of war (dar al-Islam wa dar al-
harb), loyalty and disavowal (al-wala’wa al-bara’),
and excommunicating Muslims (takfir). Thus, this
study seeks to analyse these two concepts of jihdd and
terrorism (irhab) to locate both their similarities
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and differences. Comparison is made from several
aspects such as etymology and history and lastly its
application in our contemporary reality in relation
to other relevant terms and concepts as mentioned
above. This study finds that there are substantial
differences between jihad and irhab, and it is the
failure to grasp the ever evolving and developing
nature of Islamic law (figh) and the contemporary
reality that led to this confusion.
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' Yasuf al-Qaradawi, Figh al-Jihad: Dirasah Mugaranah li Ahkamihi
wa Falsafatihi fi Daw’ al-Qur’an wa al-Sunnah (Qahirah: Maktabah
Wahbah, 2009), 55.

2 ‘Abd Allah Muhammad Isma‘il, al-Bukhari, al-Jami‘ al-Sahth al-
Musnad min Hadith Rasil Allah wa Sunanuhu wa Ayyamuhu, Kitab
al-Jihdad wa al-Siyar, Bab Man Qatala li Takiunu Kalimat Allah
hiya al-‘Ulya (Qahirah: Bulaq, 1422H), no. hadith 2810; Muslim
ibn Hajjaj al-Naysabiir1, Sahih Muslim, Kitab al-Imarah, Bab Man
Qatala li Takinu Kalimat Allah hiya al- ‘Ulya fahuwa fi Sabil Allah
(Qahirah: Dar Thya’ al-Kutub al-‘Arabiyyah, 1374H), no. hadith
1904.

3 Al-Qaradawi, Figh al-Jihad, 56.
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4 ‘Abdullah bin Bayah, al-Irhab: al-Tashkhis wa al-Hulil (Riyad:
Maktabah Malik Fahd, 2007), 127.

5 See for example the discussion on the maqasid and the wasa’il of
jihad in Shihab al-Din al-Qaraft, Anwar al-Buriiq fi Anwa * al-Furiiq,
vol. 2 (n.p: n.d), 32-33.

¢ Wahbah al-Zuhayli, al- ‘Alagat al-Duwaliyyah fi al-Islam (Dimashq:
Dar al-Maktabt, 2000), 25.

7 Ibid, 26-28.
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8 Wahbah al-Zuhayli, Athar al-Harb fi al-Figh al-Islami: Dirasah
Mugaranah (Dimashq: Dar al-Fikr, 1998), 35.

*  Al-Qaradawi, Figh al-Jihad, 27.

10 Al-Zuhayli, Athar al-Harb, 95.

" Al-Qaradawi, Figh al-Jihad, 25-28.
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12 Ibid, 60.

13 Bin Bayah, al-Irhab: al-Tashkhis, 23-25.

‘Abd al-Rahman al-Luwayhiq, “al-Islam wa al-Irhab Mutanaqidan,”
Dawrah Tadribiyyah li Mukafahati al-Irhab, Tunis, 2008, 5.

15 Bin Bayah, al-Irhab: al-Tashkhis, 25.

16 Al-Luwayhiq, al-Islam wa al-Irhab, 6.
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17 Bin Bayah, al-Irhab: al-Tashkhis, 25.
8 Haytham ‘Abd al-Salam, Mafhiam al-Irhab fi al-Shari‘ah al-
Islamiyyah (Bayrit: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, 2005), 25-27.
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See Melinda Negron-Gonzales, “Counterterrorism Resolutions
and Initiatives by Regional Institutions: Organization of Islamic
Cooperation,” International Human Rights (2019): 8.

Majma‘ al-Figh al-Islami al-Dawli, “Qarar bi sha’n Mawqif al-Islam
min al-Ghuluw wa al-Tatarruf wa al-Irhab,” Offical Website of the
International Islamic Figh Academy, available at: https://www.iifa-
aifi.org/ar/2206.html.

21 Haytham, Mafhiim al-Irhab , 149-155.
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Press, 2002).
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2 Bin Bayah, al-Irhab: al-Tashkhis, 125.
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2 Al-Qaradawi, Figh al-Jihad, 231-240.

*  Bin Bayah, al-Irhab: al-Tashkhis, 131; See also Wael B. Hallaq,
The Impossible State: Islam, Politics, and Modernity’s Moral
Predicament (New York: Columbia University Press, 2013), 94-95.

26 Muslim, Sahih Muslim, Kitab al-Imarah, Bab fi al-Imam Idha Amara
bi Tagwa Allah wa ‘Adala Kana lahu Ajr, hadith no. 1841.

27 Al-Qaradawi, Figh al-Jihad, 684.

2 Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), “DABIQ,” vol. 2, 4/
Hayat Media Center, 2014.
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30 For more discussion on this textual evidences on dawlah and khilafah
in Islam, see Yusuf al-Qaradawi, Min Figh al-Dawlah fi al-Islam
(Qahirah: Dar al-Shuriiq, 1997), 13-21.
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Ideology,” Counter Terrorist Trends and Analyses 9, no. 4 (2017):
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