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Morality in Kalithogai
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Abstract

Kalithogai, a Sangam Literature, is one of the best Tamil literatures that discusses honour and ethics. Even
though Kalithogai discusses external topics like theft and chastity of the ancient Tamilians, it also portrays
their ethics and honour. This made the scholars denoting Kalithogai as *‘&DmmlEBHri & Hd B’
means kalithogai which is praised by great scholars. The purpose of this article is to identify how the ethics
were used in Kalithogai. This research also aims to identify the frequency in which ethics are discussed in
this literature and the type of ethics that has been described. Hence, this research will have a qualitative
nature. This study is entirely based on library research. The primary data was obtained from Kalithogai, and
the secondary data were obtained from existing studies, research papers and commentaries. All data were
collected for purposes of the study and were used according to the aim of the study. Based on the study, it
was found that Kalithogai which discusses ancient Tamilians’ external life like theft and chastity features
the essence of basic ethics of such life. Some of the ethics in Kalithogai are repeated with different illustrations
and explanations. In general, texts containing ethical comments are numerous in Tamil literature, Yet
Kalithogai has a unique way of explaining it which makes it interesting. In a nutshell, all aspects of the
ethical life of mankind were discussed in Kalithogai.

Key words: Ethical values, Kalithogai, Sangam period literature, Ancient Tamilians,Tamilian Life.
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