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An Irretrievable Slave
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Abstract

Saivism is one of the major traditions of the Hinduism that has been
existing since times immemorial. This tradition hails Lord Shiva as
the only supreme being. ThirunyanaSambanthar, Thirunavukkarasar,
Sundarar and Manikavasagar have been hailed as protectors and
icons of Shaivism. The prime and sole objective of man’s birth is to
merge with Lord Shiva and attain birthlessness isthe corephilosophy
of Shaivism. Absolute knowledge, Yoga,Sariyai and Kriyai are
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the four pathways to attain Lord Shiva which has been strongly

seen in the lives of the abovementioned Saints of Shaivism.The Saints’ lives epitomize selfless,
unconditional, immaculate and pristinestate of service and living.In line with theirembodiment
of the above mentioned virtuesthe great four have created a formidable movement in the world of
Bhakti.They lived lives of impeccable and immaculate purity ripe with selflessness and devotion
with an unflinching integrity of thoughts , words and deeds.They servedthe world with fervent
passion and earnestness and fostered Shaivism to its glory and elevated themselves spiritually.
They lived lives of a slave by enslaving mundane propensities and vanity and merged with Lord
Shiva.The article aims at delineating the aspects of selfless service and astute devotion of the great

four apostles of Shaivism.
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@)m&, Berewio GILIMTHHS W BT T LI
O @ oenr P 0 af h 1l (b b B 1 @ F 6 »
T SHhew W THwW Feub L (pLom el 6o
SNmeuLy FHewarLs GILou NG L{LOG:S FlbewIIT T
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Qgreit(® OFUILIGTSG %S TeVd S )LD
SIGTLID (QGVEM6V. QU T HGT 6T b5 T @ LD
@)TLYDIGIT GTGTDH SH(HSH T F FIDLIBST
Qg erfley LI(hgHIFGTDTIT.

Qemparenar 955065 PSP Cuirs
QULAILIMTL_T@LD (h6LeV&FauLD,BT.L1 2008, 11.52).
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2 GuTIThGHaum FbSTT. FeuGlLi(HLomey/L 6T
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QFunumal_L_me/ib LiFeTuilevenev, 6T DTS
urLphg GLmaii” erer@mrir. Qerenid @G
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GTGTFRMITIT FHBSITIT. HBTUS), “IBTGT GGTMILD
2 DAL _SH6 9L _LOTGTLD GOHUFHHLILIL L
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919 GO LDUI TG QUG ; <919 6% LOG) 1L 65T LI T 6V
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vevpenn BGeuenrig w6 & HeWT HHDIT;
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BlewevewutdF FL_(HHRGTDTIT.
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(LpEOMEDLOEOII e/ LIeIS5S 2 uiliT  9HewerTL]
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o, Glouws &G (LpS ST 6ooT BIFET TGy LD
@emmauestler FmeubL_GLDMIMSTS BEISTS
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weTHer wrml L Flevevenws Gleum s
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