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Niche Thinking in Carnkam Literature
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Abstract

The value of literature as a source of history, especially an ancient one,
can hardly be exaggerated as it reflects the real lives and thoughts of
the ancestors; the Carnkam literature is considered one such literary
work. It could be assumed that there are not many literary works in
Indian literature that could parallel the antiquity and contemporaneity
of these quiet and dramatic Tamil poems of Carnkam literature. In its
values and stances, Carkam literature represents a mature collection of
classical poetry. It outlines passion balanced by courtesy, transparency
by ironies and nuances of design, impersonality by vivid detail, and the line’s austerity by the richness
ofimplication. The Carnkam literature is the historical evidence of indigenous literary developments in
South India, and it offers a window into some aspects of the ancient Tamil culture: secular and religious
beliefs, and the people themselves. One of the essential aspects that we can gauge from Carnkam litera-
ture is the varieties of thinking skills,especially niche thinking. Niche thinking is related to early child
development, especially brain development, which controls most human activities. The developmental
niche of children,which are embedded within, arises from the interaction between factors and processes
operating across multiple levels of influence, which one can find in many poems of Cankam literature.
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L FSRHIHIFON T HTL_(HouTeir. 2GHBeenar
SLpend GH(BILDL 2 )L ILNGOT T H@BSHHTH@ LD
66OleuT( LIBIE FTLSNBLOTMILD SGOTLITSHS
s L ewarulRaurm. Hev CeouenarHaflev
BLOBENSFET FTUISHTCHT SHcu1d@ CFmm) 2er’ |
GouessrHLd 6TeoTmiLD LG uTsd GIFuIeuT.

Qb 222224, 247252
GnIBOIGTeDS 61: 13
L 19 6o 2425

FSHHTCT 2 6076

Qeovard OQ&FPlev @& G
GLHOSHH@hSE S LILPEIFET 2 60Tl TH S
Qam®&HsHLILBRTperr. 2 GhGerewar
Q) sGLhmssalle o ewTauTeTs FOG T
2 GUTQUITHQLD FHBTGT 2 GuT el THeLD
9(GWLORGT D).

@) 210 YCur&&uihb

LD6m6V 253254

@My ume_ev eurflger aflar&&1Lb
. < oo GBS FTH 6T Lene i@ LS
LB Bty Hpto 82: 14 FL 19 GV GOLOGGR DTG HGHTGUGHT.
LAGTenaTenIt FGTH STUJLD (& LPHEDSIL|LD
wreir Gxmev Glumid 8990 wrer Gamev CGummdHsril 1 Hewruiev
2 DIBIGFGT DGO IT.
_oysib 86: 11 GLPHEOSEILI FFGTD ST GHOTSH6V GHaflss),
/ﬂmm 370 93 2 ¢fev eUFemeITS BHTIEISETLI &%
FSSSmBLI BLIG)SH60 i%m@ 16 34 Qanar@prer. @ser aumulevrs SruisE

BGIT (& LITGQ) FITHEGLD TGTH FLOLISeDH
2 oot (h).

LDGNGOT &) & T 6oT

Grpemalser Gib 8: 46

GBSl FeTDH H6T LoeweoT & ufl o
LvBeum CHewousener Hewreueim GlF Wi

/658115607 ) T 60T

iv.aseval (peom

wefl sesflest 9y Pey euearmF R &G
Feval W& el F LD, &Lphen s TeT
Yoy rmewpy SHewel &G LU
2 MILILSIGT [THET LPGULDITS LOGOM(LPSHGUTHGLD,
YBFTTLILTUS SH6va] HVaiFFTenevsHer
eLpeVLDT &Y LD Fewl_L1GlLmSmal (Shiza Mozhi,
2014,p.437). 2 wflwdF Fisenett 6TeoTLILIBS]

GLPBEOSUINGT 2 16V LOHMILD 2 6 QUETTEFFIGOIILI
QUTNISSH YDWAUSTOR, GLpHe»SLI
LImbSe LT GHLOBENSHHERSHE GULPBISLILIL L
FH6V6Y] SD@GLD (LPGOMLI PO GDILIL|FHeHET
FH& QevEsH W EIsGaflcv Le)Gearm & mevwr
(PLY-RTDS. 9 H6T afleuTmigHer LieTeuhLd
9L L_alewent 4 @)V afleTSSLILIL (HGTaTS).

Sl L _auenewt 4: s6vall (pewm

9. YFHTTLILYTMS FHevai

LImL_6v eufl&er

GMLiy

N6 & &L

STIOLOTLAS Heval L 11: 8788

GLpBSH@pHG HevalldFFTenevuiey HLALD
TIPS SHIHeT Fm i (LpHH0sTeTGL_
M pssLd O F i 1LIHSEET Dot
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QAN SHYSSBLL 56 allenw
LOTGWTUTHGT LpLDTSHS Hpm) Glgeflelent i

LDITGOOTQUIT FHL_GOLD Lmib 183: 12 Gouewst(Htd. @)peormev yHMluiflesr Limmid
@Gopub. 9CFBouewar Lo ewT e T H6T

9 Pfwiflest CHTLISHIDEG YeTTSHE Fnl 1)

o . wrewreursar Gserals GsHL @b & mper
Goarals Got-eth LmLd 237:5 UATTSHHI% OBTTEUBET UTUIGVTH HDHEHLD

Bmesr

Fevallenuls LNenLpufleVeVITLO6) HDS (LPLYULJLD.

LDGHFFTTLIGHL LI FH6VES)
LDL_[BISHET

LoGjenT 468-488
L 19 et 5355

&% LODGID LOPHMILD GOGT LDHS5m LI
Cur@&@ L Hevadl Lor_nmiser Geus 9Dlena
LOMTGWT 6T H@h&& BLITSHFSH60

SV HHHTS

Fmy ouwgy wpHHOHTETGL (LpewmHiLt TesT

. . 9J&Ld 127: 15 sevaillwmley CLIDTS GLPHEOSHGT HeDITeoT
OphenSFaT GlFwevsafley mFHLI(BH6V
9. YBHTTLILTaIHYE Heval
@My umL_ev eurflger aflamr&&1Lb

af 7 2 ewriTeyLb
BT (HLILIDMILD

LypLb74:12, 86:46, 89:5, 1-10

BLPBOSFHERSHS Fmi L] (LpSHoISTeETGL_
afg eewriey BT (HLLDDILD @G
2 pilent T Harmev 207 1 LIRS D).
@osarTGe iy DD BTL L5
&155 Geusnriy LieTenerser GLimisHartd

GlFcLeVeYLD |6t )SGHT HEUTIT.

QuIAGuimenr LbHSHH6V

LBy 79:3, 70: 20-22 Py
23

QuMBurenrd ST _Gb Q) &ITLb
LI auewTdHD O Fmeved Mwimengenuils
Heol1Li(pss Geuevr(HILb.

[BGUGV LILDSS
QULPSHHBIHGT

@DehF 13-18
2FID 304:19
L 187:1-4, 214:1-2
F60 133: 6-14
polenessr 110: 11-13

@Uhaum TG UTUPSHID BeVew LIPHS
QUPSFHIG®T Fe0l_ L1019 S5 56T F
BT HL_GeWHeOW LITSH HTHS Bevetr(HLb.
@evewevuiafles yarwmr @BE Fepsid
RB155 eSS HILD.

2 GusTenLd BGLIgdHev

g?/'[il 287: 3-4, 472: 3-5

pHM 310:10-11,
283: 6-8, 1:1

Qumit Gu&sev 1% @flaimet GFwevTsHs
SOBSLULGR DG flewerwimL_ g Hemsd
g Qumui GUFS Tl TG T ery
W NISSULBF DS 2 6T 60 LD 6w UL
L Gb CUFGTTEV WT(hSHGLD LIWILILIL
Gxpenaiuieveney.

pmaIGrm® LRNTH

LUSpmy 38: 13-16
oL 46: 3-4, 182
BoM 186: 8, 210: 5-9

GLH®FHHT FHbIE@he LUl 2 Wl 6,
aflewarwim_(Hd Hpallaer GLiTeTpeunenm
wppuBrr® uUSRTHHS O &HTerar
2615 %He &S LILIHRGT DEST IT.

SHITLOLT LIGVGST

Lmib 176:78,192:11
7, 236:1012
Gmih 366:1112

194:6

e GeFuiy OFwe s opnubes
2eufledhT &ITLOLI LIGVE)/LD DYLDUJLD. [BEIGVS
QFIHTeV BeiTewiowd Huieweud OIFUIHTeV
SewLowjb FHTGT FHewl _EHLD.
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wf 10: 87-88

LympLb 29:2026, 72:17-19,
&b GlFU g6V
LUSpmy 20:21-27, 6:16-20
%60 2:11-19, 14:14-1527:

srwww GFuwwyb GQFwe LH&Faeyd
2arg@Galldbals LBGRDS. DD TTHer
LeTemars@nd @ &b G & ey g eir
OUPWIGHWSE UL MIS S|SB 6T HGOT T

LoGjem g 461-466

QupGprriser Gamaieyis@d GlFeveybGLImS)

@evn euflLm@ o BEIHET GHLPHENSFMATILD e LpS S &F
wirfl 8:125-126, 17:35-39 Qaairny enfLin® Guop@smerRepeui.
ypid GLigrsev Loevev 77-80 Lpenre yﬁi)gﬁ? L{Q)Lb Cuage @Llaimerr
%60 43:18-19 CFwevTHs SBHUILGHDS.
ypLb 34: 57 QEFwipeTy wpsHHev GluMlur LImelnTss
Gl w1t . ] SBSLILIGRTH. 2CFHBeUenaT LbHDH&UHSHE
LD FH6V GOIBOIBTS 115 1 2 gab urTWtInsTs sT15HBLUGCS

H60 34: 4-5, 149: 4-12

2 $HLOLD.

BhmleoewT 252:4, 214:1-2

GFribLiewev HIITHL 9y&Lb 173:1-3, 231:1-3

ypLb 182:3 LBpmy 70:1

Qevm@peufedr o LpeniDd @ T[T 6T LD
GrmribGevwin@ib. 9y5Gar aUTLpSHSHIIN
Geuppls Qump CFmibLiewevd Hallm s
Gevavar (HLb.

v. aflewarwimT_® (Lpe»m

GBS HT eTeTnTEe aflewarmi_
Aseyd ef(BLoLjeurm. aflewaruimL (B 6TeoTLIg)
21 6V QUATTFFRGHGLD, M@ GUGTITFFEHGLD
LA (LpSFILT LIkIG euSsFHetTpgy (Sangar, 2011,
p.155). LUeTenL_ s HTVSDHV GLPHEOSHHET
aflevarwmigus eflewarw L (HHEearLs LMl
G Sar FEIS (QeSHIIBIFaTle) &TevT
(PLY-RTDHI. LG FBIE FHT6VH D 6V
GhSFATTew oileneruw mi_ L1’ 1
aflevarim_(HEener LetTeu(BLomm LAf&EeUTLD.

ii. @ elearwim @
. yewr GLobensFHer aflenerus (b
iv. Quewt GLpBensser alenartm ()

V. @wume @b &ie»erw m® LD
alevertm (%)

Vi. 2L .60 e mliy&HeT L6t Li(h LD
ewarwim_(H&H6IT

vil. 9y Pleyd Fmewerr LiwietT LB G G LD
alewerwim_%

viil. B eflewerwim_ B

Vi. GuianssenssmTar af LG L
QT myiLyser

GLHENSSHET TeTDTeL FTLLINL_(H [B6TS
aflewerwimiy, LIPG SHTBGUDSS & ITeT
QUPSGHITHS O TewT Ly (FLILIT 6T 6 p
QYTSSTHTEH. FESE (36055 Wb 5%aer 60
Lerenarsens@ QunGmrimsermev LcvGeamn)
Qumpiiyser euprasliuil_h 35
2wfwdF Fpseverdd oSS L LicvGaumy
GDILIL|FHeDeTS SHTewT (LpLy Fermas (Murugesan,
2008, p.12). yseir aflourmigser 9L L_aueneuT
5 Q6w BLpSFeuTL_aumm) NleTSHLILIL_(HETETS).
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SiLLsuement 5: (Gbengsensarer el (B ClummLiLger

@My

LImL_6v euiflser

NG & &L

Gouewev GlFuwiuib
@l_g@m 2 56 GUH6V

Lo 32:7-9, 206:11-12,

324: 3-9, 320:8-9, 322:4-6,
327:1-2

podlenesT 45:1-3, 80:1-2,
389:1-5,

Q&HLD 20:1-10, 140:5-7, 206:5,
290:1-8, 387:4-7, 399:11-12
Qumib 268-271

Sy 34-37

Loemev 253-255

P o) LpFHGlsTenTGL GLpHenSFHenar
QupGprrir et srmiger GFuwiwjLb Gorenevilsy
FHUBSB &G O FTeT®H O allH@hd
Smiser GFwnyb G\mifleyde Goenauiiment
Spersmar 9 Plpsd O F wieu M %60
QuIpGpTirser. @GmLiLme Fmy @lwumumTLwn
QF LISV, LITEHGT @INHGHT HGV, HTGUHCHL
QIATTSHeV, BT auarmSHe0 G Limerm
QaTIflevamenaT @SLOBENSHGEHLD QIFIIGITTSHET.

i B Gauenevaser
QFui 2 Ha96usH60

GIBOIGTenS 365: 1-3, 361
Gumd 97-98
9/&HLD 60: 3-5

QlLIGwT GLpheNSHET HRIGeNeT HTUIT(HSHSG
af (B Gevevser GlFuUIw 2 Fa 6T Helr.
GOLIUTS SHeurelm T (BHdH o(HHe,
Cami L Gauenevaer GFUIH, FeMLOSDHGV,
2 ewrey UMwrmsey CGumern Geuenevser
QFWieuTIT SHelT.

Vil. GLPHESH@HL_TET 2 May

euarra@ Qummliy QupGnmisewerGwis
Cxrr&ma (Arokiaswami, 2011, p.88).
BT AaUTmISET YL L_aleweT 6 [@6v
Bp&HeTL_eumn eleTSSLILIL_ (HETaTS).

Grmsser aetpTGev LTFSH MG
TERIGULAITHT. & SGLLBDSSSGS
Caemeuil e QeTewLILLD LITFHSHU|LD
QULPEIG LOGT THUITSE B & LPHEDSHHET

L _aUMERT 6: (HLPHENSHEBLINT 2_MES6IT

9. GLphwms LimLiy

Gy

LImL_6v euflser

e &&LD

STUNGT LITHIHTLILY

Lifl 15: 46-48, 9: 58-66
LoGIeT 461-465

Gl 1 QpflFaier Gpbensuier mmeni
B6tT@ OFL 19 wTs STl 199 S8 @)(hSH6v.

SHEOTLQLIL|L_GOT
QUGITIT SHFH6V

GnIBOIHTEDS 397: 4-8
&6 82: 20-25, 84: 20-32

SGLphenssel Saun OIFUISTE FH6uTL_eneT
QULP/BIG & ITUI TGO U G & GUoT L9 LI L L_ 6T
BL_SFHMTeT.

LsiTeweruilesr LBmest
BLOLI G

GNIBOIB TS 361:1-6

Lerewaruilest LB WHeUT LS LD
af Wt LiLfl e T STl [BLDLITLOG 6T
eremaruiler 5 wpp [HLDL) S e» %

Q& TeTHMTET.

BheSUdeT LOFPFF

poMlevessr 221: 12-13
Lt 92: 1-3

&oml 403:1-2, 410:1-2
9JHLD54:16-19, 197: 11

Gavenevds s GFesTm Hlhens L& LoSIPFFULITS
af(h) PBoLyuF ST G phbewsuder
PpFEHDHH SmenT G euewr Ly & T 6.
2ABILBLTR GLpHeBuyLb 556w % ui 6o
wrainasTs euTFelGevBur HMSS(HH@HLD.

& b 6» & U L_ 6T [T GoT
QB(BSHHLD

&l 401:1-6, 402:1-2
-5, 409:1-6
GnIHEOFTwHE 359:2-6,
3606:3-5

403:1

Lerenar afl 19 H@& H(BLOLILD HHenILL 6T
aflenarims & iLGHDSI. ST E LD
Curgy i GLHDS SHHemU b
LG U919 SF1 BTG S BISHDSI-
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9 HL16:1-19,

aiflsame FeiiT e Bhmlevewr 166: 7

66: 26, 76

Fewtaletl LeweTaldFHen Gui o pLI®B LD
g FFeameTsarmey o pLBLD i) flFemev
BT &@LD L(FhSTH GHLphens GFUIOLIRF D).

o1 o1 9pEGaTi 2 ey Bhmlevesr 127, 172: 4-6

-17, 354:3, 275: 8-9

GnIBOIBTOH123:5,129: 1

LymLD342:14-15, 345:12-15, 353:15

CPSSD GLOHEDSFGT (eATILI GLOHENSFHCDET S
sauestls s s Gl mer@nid. o &G Lmey
GLoBeSHET SHmIsafleT ()TSFuimiSemar
BHIFET 2 L 67 LIDLIGLITIY ST LIGIT b
QB TGTGUT T SHG6IT.

eiis Qeosfussler 2 wifwe gt Lbdw
wSInSEH

Frs QPusHwsH e GLomsmemy) b
GO Fmar & YTmulpbsme,
LIGHTEn L_SSLOLDITHET (GLpHewS QIET TLILI6H
GOILILTS epewaruilei euermTFRGE oI b
QT (PSHWLD 2 efldSHTTHeT 6T6T M
2 eorenin eTEIGLD. FBIS (QeVEFIISF)6D
2 willwdF Ppsenerrs Lpdlws HCF eor_
B LeTeu(hd euflliLiL_SGHeT eLpevLDTS
T &FHEUITLD.

auenLILLLD 2 : shis QeosSugsler 2 wiflus
isgeme updlw wHnmH

GO WUSTE LeiTemermuiledr auyey |

SH[HEMDME &HMeVID |

LeTemers LMD L6iTemerT eueriLiLh

FMHIS @ &G WD
2 wiflwé S Hgemerujn

GHIUST6 LNeiTememuiledr QuImmiliL]

:-l Fevell WHemm
| GOIDU 2 ey

S e eflememuwim_ (b |

(Co L

R SHIOLISF GLpbenSIilei aureuTer)
SfeneTSG STLLSGTITGLD LHF 9YeuTevTs
FHTHBH (HSHLBUSHTeV, & GBbITLOHMIITET
T enT BIFemar eSS H, GLPHS
BGT & GQUATTSDHSTGT GG (FLDGHGV
2 peursHGHerpg (Indrani, 1994, p.97).
9CsCBauenar F(heyHm HTUSHDH6V HTUISGSG
TOU@LD GBITLOEHD 6T 6HT 6o BIH@HLD, Tl
2 L Q&TeTL FSBHTGT 2.6WTQ LD GLPHeOS

F(Hailer 24CrrEHUILLTS QUET(HLD (F5LPEO6V
THUBSSIF DS &6wT6UesileT LITFLpLD
Liewstleuenl i1 Loenes Tl 24 GrmSSHILTS
Gheseni CUHODBHSHGHLD U TLiLiey L
QULPBIS D).

</CsCBamar Guims LIpbsa)L e
I GHLPBeSS5E BT HBHILIL| 2 GTAT STUILITCV
hewTL_ BIET CBT(HGSHILD, FHBTET 2 Go5T6YH6T
QULPBIGNLLD GLpHEnSUIGT 2.L_6V QUerTTFFSH@HLD
CLP GO GT QUG TFF & @GHLD (LpdH W & F| 6 LD
QasrT®s&FLLL_BeTard. & Lphe»suler
2L 60 YBrr&Huwib &HSH &eur®
Gphbomgeow QBBRGL STL FSSSHMSBLI
Cugm&Smmer. 9GsBaienar &miuimealer
FHeTewerT 9VBIGTTLD GlFUIFHS 6% TesT(h
CBBRGUSTD Gpbamsuisr 9ibs Liehs
2 GTeTSB6V FeLev FBgenerHar L1GLITLpGs
aflengsaLiLiL O&TL_mig&HstTmerr (Murugesan,
2008, p.12).

RO SPHED55GH GFevasw mer
Sy lum. yPle), Fper opHmpLb
vewTLser afl 19 GevGuws LoeODLPFHLOTHGYLD,
Grilew_wmseyn GLm®H s b5 6T pert.
T OFLwgHEHsHFHmeal, afl 196V 2 6Taer
QuABWTHLD ()&GLPHDSHE@hSF S (LPeT
2 sTgeTTl @) KSS TH OFuiws
SEHTHM6U 6TeT M H6dT e M L1 LIGHT L &H6iT
s sararoms @aerid 6w G GevGuw
aflen g s LGS eorperr (Salini, 1995, p.10).
2YCsCauewar aurpsensdd@Hs GHenauimer
FperHer FAm A oFfL_®B Couenovser
QFuwieugetr eumuilevmseyd, QLHBmm(hd
Garemev GlFuiuyib @1 s5He GlFuIal 6T
auTlevrFHa b Hewr_&asLs OlLmIF 6T merr.
Qsermew @BESFTRVSSH 0 O Lflwerm
QYTHID FeTFH Fil FTI6L (6T Hermev



BD& (LY FGT DT FH60T 60T LDLI %60 H6eW Ui LD
@3 QUTTEHDS).

Mley Gouewriy H6LallF F Tenevd:EF
QFeve b LI6Tewar&@hd @& % 6vall wiler
QUPWILD BGT & 2 68T T & &% L1 LI (B P 60T D .
Y P rsepEsTeT 2 Ml wiumens, s6al
FHDMGVHTGT LOGILILJLD LorfTenSHud HL (BILb
GTGT ) FbBOGT FBIF HTVHBGV [HLOLOTGV
FHTGOT (LPLY-RGT D&l O HIYLD & MLILITS
gy eor LeTewer H@5%G Hasgms 6 e
LeTewar H@hs @G H6Vall SDHGHLD 6 TuILiL]
QUIPRISLILIL (RETETSH. (PBIDES H&S FTGTN)
FHBI% HTVSH6V 2 6iTer OLIGHT LeVeTaerleT
eT e ewstlGen &G TGLb. 473 FBIE SHTeVLI
Leveursarley 43 GLir GILIGHT LjevalTSHer. (3)5
2 wHev CamerPlus oMM BT TS BIFCT T
Fevr1d, FCT&HHLD GLITET DeUMHEHMS: HTL L9 GVILD

hls Fsib (Gloria Sundaramathy, 1975, p.62).
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