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Kavadee festival in Mauritius from a Socio - Cultural Perspective
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Abstract

Thai Pusa Kavadee festival is celebrated with great fervour
nationally in Mauritius. Records indicate that the Kavadee
procession was held for the first time in 1874 at Port Louis,
the capital city of Mauritius. This article describes the
Kavadee festival, which falls within the month of Thai, in
Mauritius from a socio-cultural perspective. This qualitative
paper adapts a descriptive mode in explaining the participant
observations made by the researcher. The findings show that
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almost all the Mauritian Hindus are directly or indirectly

involved in the Kavadee festival. Their contributions during this festival include modes of fasting, special
prayers, pilgrimage, and upholding good conducts, which are also the major considerations discussed
in this paper. The reasons for carrying the Kavadee, its importance and the impact it has among the
Mauritian Hindus are highlighted in this paper as well.
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